DECUPLE OR BONUS MELDS
SIX- AND EIGHT-HANDED GAMES
DOUBLE AND TRIPLE DECKS
In order to include a greater number of players and to
increase melding possibilities, double or triple pinochle decks
are generally used.
If six play in auction pinochle with a widow, a double
deck should be used, each player receiving 15 cards with
6 for the widow. If eight play, a triple deck is used, 17 cards
going to each player with 8 to the widow. Other games,
however, may be played with the double or triple decks.
When double or triple decks are used, the following mul-
tiple combinations, known as " decuple melds/' are gen-
erally scored in addition to the regular melds. But many
also use some of these as bonus melds when playing with a
single deck. The use of these bonuses must, however, be
agreed upon by all players beforehand.
The rules governing the making of melds in different
classes (Sec. 9, page 351) also apply to decuple melds. These
combinations must be made as single melds.
DECUPLE OR BONUS MELDS
Points
Double flush............................   1,500
Triple flush.............................  3,000
8 aces (2 in each suit)....................   1,000
12 aces (2 in each suit)...................   2,000
8 kings (2 in each suit)...................     800
12 kings (2 in each suit)..................   1,600
8 queens (2 in each suit)..................     600
12 queens (2 in each suit).................   1,200
8 jacks (2 in' each suit)...................     400
12 jacks (2 in each suit)..................     800
Double marriage (in one suit).............     300
Triple marriage (in one suit)..............     600
Quadruple marriage (in one suit)..........  1,200
Double pinochle.........................     300
Triple pinochle..........................     600
Quadruple pinochle......................   1,200
Any 15 jacks, queens, kings or aces........  3,000
388